The Will of Richard Sessums of Edgecombe County, North Carolina transcribed by Thomas Hamm from a copy of the original stored in the North Carolina State Archives at Raleigh.
Notes by Thomas Hamm: Richard Sessums leaves his daughter Sarah a slave named Trease. This is annotated in “bold” in the below will. In 1806, Thomas Hodges includes in his wife’s legacy a slave he calls “Trease the elder.” Apparently Sarah brought Trease, who must have been a house slave, with her when she married and kept her all those years
In the Name of God Amen I Richard Sessums of the County of Edgecomb Provence of North Carolina Being perfect And Sound Both in body and Mind Blessed be god for the same But recalling to mind the uncertainty and failing of the mortal life do think this the properest & Most Suitabel time to settle my Worldly affairs therefore I make this my last will and testament Revoking and Making Void all other will or wills Whatever formerly by me made or caused to be made but do as before said ordain Constitute & Appoint this my last will & Testament Viz first and principally I recommend my Soul to the hands of Almighty God hoping he will be Pleased to receive the same  Secondly I leave my Body to be Decently Intered According to the Discretion of Executor and as it hath Pleased Almighty God to Bestow on me some worldly goods and Chattels it is my will and desire that the same may be Disposed of in the manner as is following Viz I give and Bequeath to my loving wife Sarah Sessum the use of five Negroes her life time Namely Bob  pat Beck Jane and Betta also one horse named Sorrel and after her decease to be divided as follows-------Item I give and bequeath to my daughter Priscilla Hart Five Shillings Sterling also I give and bequeath to my son Jacob Sessums one track of land lying on Conito which I purchased of Thomas Wills known by the name of Bryans Island also a certain parcel of land beginning at a sweet gum on the Maple Swamp thence near as East Course to a persimmon Tree marking the same corse to Scrub White Oak Near the back line which said land is is part of land land I know live on the Two Negro Boyes named Joseph and Minga also one Negro girl named Rachel and Beack after my Wife Decease and here further I reserve one bed and furniture Fifteen hed of Cattle and half my Great Still containing about Seventy five Gallons to him and his heirs forever--------Item I give and bequeath to my son Isaac Sessum all the remaining land tennaments on ye North side of the Maple Swamp and gris mill and all my land on the South Side of the sd Swamp the Negro Boys named Benborough Simon and George one girl namd Nell also that after my wife Sarah decease she and her possible Increase also the remand or part of my Great Still My Black smith tools One bed and furniture fifteen head of Cattle to him and his heirs forever Item I give and bequeath to my Daughter Patience Cofel two Negro girls named Cile and Cloe one feather Bed and furniture one mare four head of Cattle to her and her heirs forever Item I give and bequeath to my son Solomon Sessum one track of land lying on the north side of [unclear] containing three hundred and sixty acres which I bought of Robert Clary Two Negro Boyes named Andrew and david one girl named Love and after my Wife Sarah deceas and her further increase fifty pounds Virginia Money one horse colt & also one bed and furniture one Still containing about thirty five gallons fifteen head of Cattle to him and his heirs forever  Item I give and bequeath to my Daughter Sarah Sessums Two Negro Girls named Trease and Sucke also bet after my wife decease one Bed and furniture and four hed of Cattle Bob after my wife deceas is to be equally Divided between my three sons my stock of hogs is to be equally divided between my two sons Solomon and Isaac the rest of my personal estate after my debts is paid is to be equally divided between my three sons Jacob Isaac Solomon and lastly I do appoint my loving wife Sarah Sessums and Isaac Sessums my Whole and sole Executors of this my Last Will and Testament in witness my hand and seal this 22 day of April 1769

Signed in the presence of us

Micajah Little

Sarah x Bryant





Richard x Sessums

Edgecombe County May Court 1769 


The within will was exhibited in open court by the Executors and proved by the oath of Sarah Bryan who at the same time swore that she saw the other witness subscribe the same at the same time The executors therein Named was Qualilfied according to law.  Ordered that the same be certified and the Will Recorded.
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Jas Hassy

